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WHO WE ARE

The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative® works to ensure that young people — ages 14 to 26
— in the United States who have spent at least one day in foster care after their 14th birthday have the relationships, resources
and opportunities to achieve well-being and success. The Jim Casey Initiative does this by creating opportunities for young
people to form permanent family connections, experience stable housing, achieve positive outcomes in education, become
economically secure and make informed decisions about parenting.

MEASURING SUCCESS

The Jim Casey Initiative uses data to drive its decision making and
strategy development, making it a leader in the collection of data from
young people who are in or have been in foster care after age 14.

We share this data with site partners, researchers, youth councils,
policymakers and others to inform and improve child welfare policy, practices and services
that help youth achieve positive outcomes. We closely monitor data on all young people in
foster care, especially those with the greatest need, to understand how they are faring and
how to better support them. National data show young people of color are overrepresented
in foster care and often have the steepest climb to long-term stability. We measure data
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WHY WE DO THE WORK

The Jim Casey Initiative aims to address the steep climb to well-being and success encountered by many young people
who have experienced foster care. Areas of focus include housing, educational attainment, employment, personal finances
and building relationships that can help them navigate adulthood.

young people have spent at least one day in foster care after their 14th birthday. Of

7|4, 0 0 0 + young people ages 16 and older who exited care in FY 2021, 52% achieved

permanence (reunification, adoption, guardianship or kinship care).

SOURCES: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System; Opportunity Passport Participant Surveys, 2003-2024



QUARTER CENTURY OF ACHIEVEMENT

Since 2001, the Jim Casey Initiative and its network partners have worked at the local, state and national
levels to improve outcomes for older youth who have experienced foster care:
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https://www.aecf.org/work/child-welfare/jim-casey-youth-opportunities-initiative/our-work-in-states

HOW WE DO THE WORK

Our approach is a systems-change effort designed to dramatically improve how communities and states respond to the needs of
young people who are transitioning from foster care to adulthood. Paramount to this work is a commitment to making sure all young
people in the United States — regardless of where they live — have opportunities to achieve well-being and success.

BEST PRACTICES

The Jim Casey Initiative’s approach rooted in adolescent brain research, integrates these best practices:
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CONTRIBUTING TO THE FIELD

ADOLESCENT BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT
With knowledge of
how the adolescent

THE SOUL FAMILY FRAMEWORK
The SOUL Family framework,
developed by Jim Casey
Fellows, can be adapted by

JIM CASEY FELLOWS
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foster care are

brain matures, young people are trained in leadership and advocacy states to create a new permanency pathway

equipped to navigate transitions from skills and play an integral role for young people ages 16 and older. A

foster care to adulthood to ensure in shaping our strategies and SOUL Family is a circle of caring adults who

supportive relationships, well-being recommendations for improving child provide support, opportunity, unity and legal

and success. Read our report, The welfare systems. Read examples of relationships for young people. As they move

Road to Adulthood, to learn more. systems-change efforts led by Jim from foster care toward adulthood, older youth
Casey Fellows. need the anchor of a nurturing, lifelong family.

PATHWAY TO SUCCESS:

OPPORTUNITY PASSPORT

Learning financial capability during young adulthood can develop budgeting, saving and money management skills for a lifetime
and build a pathway to economic security. Since 2003, Jim Casey Initiative partner sites have administered Opportunity
Passport®, which provides financial education and support for opening and using a bank account and matches young people’s
savings for developmentally appropriate assets dollar for dollar, with a $3,000 lifetime limit. Participants who save and invest in their
life goals report better outcomes than peers who do not.
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SOURCE: Opportunity Passport Participant Survey, 2003-2024



https://www.aecf.org/resources/the-road-to-adulthood
https://www.aecf.org/resources/the-road-to-adulthood
https://www.aecf.org/blog/jim-casey-fellows-led-system-change-efforts
https://www.aecf.org/blog/soul-family-permanency-option-for-older-youth-in-foster-care
https://www.aecf.org/resources/opportunity-passport
https://www.aecf.org/resources/opportunity-passport

